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. Why You Should Share Your Knowledge with the World using 


Connexions 


. Why You should Create a Personal Connexions Account 
. Creating a Connexions Account 
. Introduction to Connexions 


Why You Should Share Your Knowledge with the World using Connexions 
An overview of the Connexions Project and why you should consider being 
part of the solution by creating quality educational materials available free 
to the public. 


Sharing Knowledge 


“Connexions is all about sharing knowledge.” [footnote] Appropriate words 
from one of the founders of the Connexions Project at Rice University 
located in Houston, Texas, USA. As an electrical and computer engineering 
professor at Rice University, Dr. Richard Baraniuk understood that he 
would never get rich publishing a textbook in his area of expertise. He was 
more concemed at being able to share his knowledge in what can be 
described as a quick change field. Most of us understand how quickly the 
electrical (electronics) and computer field changes almost overnight. 
Richard Baraniuk — Filmed presentation ,Feb 2006 at TED Ideas Worth 
Sharing conference 


From the Connexions web site: “Connexions is a web-based document 
creation and management system for education and research materials. 
There are two parts to Connexions: a Content Commons that contains these 
materials and the software tools necessary to create, Manage, and access 
these materials. 


From its inception, Connexions was designed to allow the collaborative 
development and free availability of material. Instructors and authors can 
modify this material for any educational purpose. Connexions offers 
Free/Open Source software tools to help students, instructors, and authors 
manage these information assets for sharing and advancing knowledge to 
benefit the global educational community.” 


I like to refer to Connexions as an Internet web site with the software tools 


to allow the creation and use of a repository of instructional and 
research materials. 


Avoidance of Copyright Infringement 


The creators of ideas, art, literature, music, etc. usually have an immediate 
“copyright” to their creative genius. The copyright laws are designed to 
protect the creator (or author) of the materials from having others make 
money from their creations as well as to protect their works from copycats 
(call a derivative work). The laws are centered in the protection of the 
creative work by allowing its originator to control their creation. 


Some authors (or creators) are willing to share their creative works with 
certain limitations. This can be accomplished through the use of one of the 
Creative Commons Attribution Licenses which have an international 
recognition. The most liberal of these licenses allows others to freely use 
your creative works. The license conveys the ability for others to copy, 
adapt, distribute and transmit the work as long as they attribute (give you 
the original author credit for) the work in the manner specified by you, the 
author or licensor. 


All contributed content to the Connexions repository is made using this 
most liberal of license arrangements. Connexions uses the Creative 
Commons Attribution (CC-BY) License. The concept is to allow the 
greatest latitude in letting others use and improve on your works, that is 
your knowledge, your creative ideas. This philosophy of open sharing was 
re-confirmed at the Connexions Consortium’s 1°t Annual Meeting on 
February 1, 2010. To help emphasize the ability to remix or reuse existing 
content, the term “Frictionless Reuse” was coined by the President of the 
Connexions Consortium Board of Directors, Brad Wheeler| footnote]. Thus, 
users of the Connexions repository may become authors and freely use or 
improve (change) existing materials without worrying about copyright 
infringement. 

Dr. Bradley C. Wheller — Biography at: 
http://ovpit.iu.edu/bios/bwheeler.html 


Why You Should Contribute Your Materials to the Connexions 
Repository 


Many reasons, but some of the best are: 


Your desire to share your knowledge and ideas with the larger 
community of the world. Not everything in this world is driven by a 
profit or monetary incentive. Many desire to be simple positive 
contributors to society. Contributing your educational materials to 
Connexions allows other to build on your efforts. 

You can work collaboratively with other authors in your field of 
expertise. This is a great opportunity to work with others in developing 
quality educational materials. 

The Connexions Project has an ongoing commitment from many Open 
Educational Resource (OER) players to make Connexions a 
permanent part of the Internet landscape. Connexions is supported 
by the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, the Maxfield 
Foundation, and the Connexions Consortium, of which Rice 
University is a major contributor, and other sponsors. Simply put — 
Connexions should be here tomorrow and the day after. 

The materials in the Connexions repository have “Google Karma”. To 
quote myself, “Connexions has connections”. Many Internet search 
engines, not just Google, have already recognized the importance and 
quality of the Connexions repository. This helps the general Internet 
population to find your quality educational materials. 

Open-source learning is the wave of the future. If you are not 
convinced, see the approximately 18 minute recorded conference 
presentation by Dr. Richard Baraniuk at: 
http://www.ted.com/talks/richard_baraniuk on open source learning. 
html 


Why You should Create a Personal Connexions Account 

The several reasons (saving your place as you read a collection, rating 
modules, creating lenses and building content) for having a Connexions 
accout are highlighted. Included are directions to general training on how to 
understand and use the Connexions web site and these features. 


Several Good Reasons 
With a Connexions account you can: 


e Provide feedback to authors and other users by rating modules — This 
feedback from all users (other authors, students using textbook 
collections, etc.) helps authors decide which modules need improving 
and helps other users in evaluating the quality of respository content. 

e Have your own “My Favorites” lens and make other “Member List” 
lenses 


o Save your place when reading through a collection is a feature of 
the “My Favorites” lens 

© You can make yourown private “Member List” lenses to create 
the ability for you to focus on part of the repository 


¢ Improve the quality of instructional materials and scholarly works 
available to the world via the Internet — free 24/7 


o Contribute materials that you author to the Connexions 
repository 

o Remix or change (customize) materials provided by others that 
are in the Connexions repository 

© Build collections (a group of modules) that specifically serve 
your students or audience from modules that you either create, 
improve or use without changing 


Often being an author, is over emphasized and pushed as the number one 
reason to get a Connexions account. Having authors contribute to the 
repository is important; however usage of the repository by users is equally 
important. Increasing quality content in the Connexions repository goes 


hand in hand with increased usage of that content. It’s like the Chinese 
“Yin & Yang”, both are important. We encourage all to create an personal 
account. 


Yin & Yang 


Available Training 


A link is provided (in the box at the upper right corner of this module’s 
page) to the “Busbee’s Connexions Training” lens. It contains six 
collections that cover: 


1. Understanding the Vision of Connexions 

2. How to Search and Browse the Connexions Web Site (includes rating 
modules) 

. Effectively Using and Creating Connexions Lenses 

. Authoring Connexions Modules using Microsoft Word Documents 

. Ideas and Tools for Improving Connexions Modules and Collections 

. Appendix Materials for a Connexions Collection used as a College 
Course 


AUB WwW 


Each collection consists of several modules. The items appear 
alphabetically within the lens; however the “Lens Comments” for each item 
has its item position number similar to the list above. The first four items 
provide a natural progression for training. 


You might want to bookmark the URL to the lens in your browser. The link 
is: http://cnx.org/lenses/kbusbee/cnx-training 


Connexions Help 


Don’t hesitage to use the “Help” tab on the connexions home page at: 
http://cnx.org/ 


It is organized differently than the above training collections, but contains 
ample information on how to use the Connexions Project. Don’t be afraid to 
click on something. Some of the menu items on the left expand as you click 
on them. 
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‘Connexions & dedicated to providing &s users with the most accurate and up-to-date tutorabs. We are constantly updating our documentation modules. Remember, you can 
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Connexions Help Tab 


Creating a Connexions Account 
Some pointers on creating a good Member Profile as you create your 
Connexions account. How to modify your Member Profile. 


Create an Account 


From the Connexions home page at: http://cnx.org select the “Get an 
account” under Step 1. Follow the process as directed. When prompted for 
“Member Profile” information you should complete fields as appropriate. 
The following will help you to complete certain areas. 


Affiliation — Institution 


You should review how others are typing their “Affiliation” and type yours 
the same. For example: authors from Houston Community College could 
use: HCC or Houston CC or Houston Community College. However, they 
should all use: Houston Community College. This is not super important for 
the profile, but you will want to type the “Institution” field in a collection 
consistently so collections created by authors from the same institution will 
all show up together when users do an institution search. The following two 
Slides show you how to browse to the “Institutions” search and review what 
authors from your institution are using for their affiliation/institution name. 
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Reviewing institution names 


Note: You could be the first author and might need to decide what to use 
for your institution. 


Biography — Short Biographical Sketch 


Prepare a short biography about yourself. Information should include your 
current job, past employment, educational and professional attainments, etc. 


Portrait — Picture 
Using your picture processing skills; modify a picture of yourself cropping 


it square. It should be no greater than 150 by 150 pixels on each side. 
Usually this file is stored in a .jpg format. 


Note:The Connexions web site will shrink your picture to fit its allocated 
space; thus, to avoid distortion, you should make sure to crop the picture 
square. 


Example 


A link is provided (in the box at the upper right corner of this module’s 
page) to my “Member Profile” (for Kenneth Leroy Busbee) at Connexions. 


Editing your Member Profile 


You can change your “Member Profile” at any time. This slide shows how 
to get to the page for changing it. 
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Editing an Member Profile 


Introduction to Connexions 
An overview of Connexions, the Connexions home page, and navigation tools. 


Overview 


Connexions is a web-based document creation and management system for 
educational and research materials. There are two parts to Connexions: a content 
repository that contains these materials, and the software tools necessary to 
create, manage, and access these materials. The software underlying Connexions 
is called Rhaptos and was initially developed by the Connexions project 
specifically for Connexions. 


From its inception, Connexions was designed to allow the collaborative 
development and free availability of material. Instructors and authors can modify 
this material for any educational purpose. Connexions offers free and open source 
software tools to help students, instructors, and authors manage these information 
assets for sharing and advancing knowledge to benefit the global educational 
community. All of this is accomplished through the use of the Creative Commons 
Attribution license. 


There are several general categories of Connexions users: 


e Students - who use Connexions to access information on-line, to prepare for 
their classes. 

e Authors - who enter content into Connexions in document files called 
modules. 

e Instructors - who build collections, which are documents created by linking 
related modules together in a specific order. 

e Organizations - who endorse quality content, or highlight content affiliated 
with their organization, in a post-publication vetting system called lenses. 


An individual or organization may, of course, fall into more than one of these 
categories. 


The Connexions Home Page 


The Connexions home page is the starting point for your use of Connexions. It 
contains the following items: 


Breadcrumb Navigation Bar 
Search Box and Quick Links 
My_Account and Login Sidebar 
Featured Content 

Find Content 

Create Content 

Spotlight Sidebar 

Connexions News Sidebar 


Some of these items also appear on the other Connexions web pages. 
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Connexions home page. 


Home, Content, Lenses, About Us, Help, and MyCNX Tabs 


On the upper left of the Connexions home page are tabs labeled Home, 
Content, Lenses, About Us, Help, and MyCNX. Clicking on these tabs 
display the following Connexions pages: 


Home returns to the Connexions home page. 

Content takes you to the Content landing page, where you can search for 
modules and collections of interest or browse the repository by subject, 
author, popularity and more. 

Lenses is a portal to all user and organization-created lenses. 

About displays the "About Us" page that contains a general description of 
Connexions and links to more detailed information about Connexions, how it 
works, ways to get involved, the people behind it, and a list of contacts. 
Help displays the "Help" page that contains links to installation, reference, 
and other information to answer your questions about Connexions. 
MyCNX displays your member dashboard if you are signed in. This page 
includes links to your Work Areas, your lenses, and content you've recently 
visited. 


Breadcrumb Navigation Bar 


The You are here breadcrumb navigation bar is located just below the main 
site tabs. This navigation tool is a breadcrumb trail of the Connexions pages you 
have displayed as you have drilled into Connexions to get to the current page. By 
clicking on any point within the breadcrumb trail you can return to that page. 
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Breadcrumb navigation bar 


Search and Quick Links 


You can search the repository for a specific module or a collection using the 
Search button and text box in the upper right of the Connexions home page. 
Type in a name, keyword, collection title, module title, text string, or object ID in 
the Search text box and click Search. Connexions will display a list of all the 
content that matches your entry. To view a module or collection, click on its title. 


Above the search box is a toolbar with some quick links for your convenience. 
These links vary, depending on whether you are logged into the system or not. 
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Personal toolbar before login 


If you have a Connexions account and are logged into the system, you can 
perform the following actions by clicking on the links in this toolbar: 


¢ Log in/out of the system 
e¢ Contact Connexions 
e Report a bug 


e Support Connexions through a tax-deductible donation 
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Personal toolbar after login 


My Account and Login Sidebar 


On the right side of the Connexions homepage is the My Account sidebar. Its 
display depends on whether you are logged in or not. 
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My Accounts sidebar 


The image on the left is displayed if you are not logged into Connexions or do not 
yet have an account. If you have a Connexions account, you can log into the 
system using this sidebar. In addition, there is a link to the page for requesting a 
new Connexions account, and a link to reset your password (if you forgot it). 


The image on the right is displayed if you are logged into Connexions. It features 
links to your MyCNX dashboard, a link to change your account settings, and a 
link to modules that you have marked as your favorites. If you have any pending 
role requests or suggested edits, these will also be displayed in the My Account 
box. 


Featured Content 


The Featured Content portal is located on the left side of the home page. It is used 
to showcase Connexions' most popular and outstanding content, ranging from 
math and science collections to academic lenses. 
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Featured Content. 


Find Content 


You can start browsing Connexions' modules and collections from the home page 
by using the Find Content portal. The Search Content box is used to search 
for keywords related to the content you would like to find. 
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Find content portal. 


There are also several links in the Find Content portal that will point you toward 
interesting Connexions content. First, place your mouse over the way you wish to 
browse the repository -- either by Subject, Language, Popularity, or Title, etc. 
This will change the list of links on the right. Click on a link to begin browsing 
that particular selection of Connexions content. 


Create Content 


It's easy to get started creating content on Connexions. The Create Content portal, 
located just below the Find Content portal, contains links to help you begin 
authoring your own modules and collections. 


Spotlight Sidebar 


The Spotlight sidebar features authors and their content, feedback from 
Connexions users, and events related to Connexions. 
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The Spotlight sidebar 


News Sidebar 


This sidebar contains links to news items about the latest developments with 
Connexions. This includes updates to the site and outside publications that feature 
Connexions. 


